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Read the following passage and then answer questions 39 to 50.

Shops which sell clothes, particularly women's clothes, are seldom empty. These shops usually 

have displays of many-coloured clothes on the window. Music may be heard from inside: this is expected 

to attract customers to go in and buy. 

Girls and women can be seen strolling along the streets in twos or threes, especially in the 

evenings and weekend. They are looking at the clothes in the windows without meaning to buy 

anything; in other words, they are window-shopping. One of them sees something she likes, and feels 

she must go in to ask the price. If the shop assistant is clever, he may make a sale. 

"Can I help you?" he asks. 

"Yes, please," says the window shopper. "I'd like to see that dress that you have in the window, 

the light blue one with short sleeves and a narrow belt. How much is it?" 

The shop assistant goes and points to the dress. "Is this the one you mean?" he asks. "It's only 

999.50 shillings. I think I have it in your size - size 12, isn't it? Would you like to try it on?" 

Of course the woman doesn't want to buy since she is only window-shopping. But there can be 

no harm in just trying the dress on, can there? After all, no one is compelled to buy. So she agrees to try 

it on. She goes into the little fitting room and changes into the dress. 

When she comes out, she sees the admjring looks on her friends' faces. The assistant smiles and 

says, "That fits you perfectly. Let me just do up this button that is undone. You'll notice that the dress 

is this season's length, a little below the knee. The colour is just right for you too. That shade of blue is 

very popular at this time of the year when the skies are clear." 

After some more discussion, and walking up and down, the woman decides she really must have 

this new fashionable dress, and the sale is made. 

When he has wrapped up the dress, the shop assistant tries again. "What about this nylon scarf 

to go with your dress?" he asks. "It matches beautifully. And perhaps I can get you a woollen cardigan 

to complete the outfit." 

He has no luck. The customer feels she has spent enough money. She takes nine-hundred-ninety­

nine shillings and fifty cents from her purse and pays. She then leaves the shop with her friends, carrying 

the new dress in a plastic bag. 

Did you notice that the shop assistant spoke about 'this season's length'? It is strange how fashion 

changes, most obviously in the length of women's dresses. Some years ago, most women wore very 

short skirts called mini-skirts; only young girls do so nowadays. Today, if a woman wears a dress that 

touches the ankle, people think she is going to a party or is from a strict religious background. In fact, 

whatever length of dress is chosen by a few fashion designers in Paris or Rome or New York is soon 

considered fashionable by most people. 

There are fashions in men's clothes also but they change more slowly. We no longer see the high, 

stiff collars and bell-bottom trousers of yesteryears. The popularity of the Kaunda suit has also subsided. 

Blue jeans are one of the most interesting modem fashions. Earlier, jeans were just the long­

lasting pants which American workmen wore in their workshops. One manufacturer then guessed that 

other people might like to wear such strong and lasting clothes when they were not at work. He was 

right. Jeans are now very popular among young men and women while off duty all over the world. 
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